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One of the regions with the highest levels of opening up, the strongest economic vitality, 

the most dynamic technological innovation, and most concentrated population.

Total cargo throughput: 

Approx.  billion tons1.38
GDP: Approx. 

RMB  trillion11.5

 International Airports4 
 Fortune Global 500's 21

headquarters

Total population: 

approx. million7,000 

 of the top 10 container 3
ports in the world

 

Total Passenger Throughput: 

Approx.  million people200
 National 30,000+

high-tech enterprises
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The Greater Bay Area(GBA)
Total Land Area: 

256,000 km

Zhaoqing

Foshan

Guangzhou

Huizhou

Jiangmen

Zhongshan

Zhuhai

Dongguan

Shenzhen

Hongkong

Macao

* Data updated to 2020.



NATURAL 
OVERVIEW
Shenzhen is a southern coastal city in 

the south of Guangdong province, 

adjoining Daya Bay and Mirs Bay to 

the east, the Pearl River Estuary and 

Lingdingyang Estuary to the west, 

adjacent with Hong Kong by the 

Shenzhen River to the south, and 

Dongguan and Huizhou to the north. 

Its access to the vast sea connects it 

to the South China Sea and the 

Pacific Ocean.

Ⅰ 
Chapter 1

CLIMATE
Shenzhen has a subtropical maritime monsoon climate and 

abundant precipitation. It is warm and pleasant with the annual 

temperature averaging at 23℃

POPULATION
Residents: 17.56 million

LAND AREA
21997.3 km

LANGUAGE
Mandarin is the official language. Cantonese and 

English are widely used

ADMINISTRATIVE DISTRICT

Shenzhen is administrated by provincial government and is a sub-provincial 

class city with independent planning status. Its administration range include: 

Futian District, Luohu District, Yantian District, Nanshan District, Bao'an 

District, Longgang District, Longhua District, Pingshan District, Guangming 

District, Dapeng New District and Shenshan Special Cooperation Zone
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 Data updated to December 31, 2020.



SHENZHEN 

ADVANTAGE

Ⅱ
Chapter 2
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Asia-Pacific Hub

Sharing borders with Hong Kong, Shenzhen is endowed with geographical 

advantages. It is a significant transport hub in the Belt and Road Initiative and Asia-

Pacific. Shenzhen is home to an international deep-water port, an international 

airport, and the largest land ports in Asia, important expressways, and national 

freight and passenger rails.

The Pearl River Delta upon which Shenzhen is situated has incomparable supporting 

facilities. Within one-hour drive from Shenzhen, you can procure any main parts or 

accessory for any industry. Consequently, scientific research can be translated into 

innovative products rapidly. Shenzhen is within an arm's reach of the most 

developed market in the world. You can travel from Shenzhen to Hong Kong at the 

drop of a hat, reaching Hong Kong's city center in only 23 minutes, or just a one-

hour drive to Hong Kong International Airport. Within one hour, products can be 

transported from factory to Shenzhen-Hong Kong ports where they are poised to 

transport to every corner of the world.

TOP 10
An FDI Top 10 Asia-Pacific 

Cities of the Future

NO.1
In China Urban Cities' Transit-Oriented Development Index Report, 

Shenzhen is No.1 in the City Metro Comprehensive Rank

NO.1
The growth of international 

air travelers ranked 

No.1 in the country 

NO.4
In 2020, container throughput 

reached 26.55 million TEUs, 

ranking the fourth in the world

NO. 2
The scale of Shenzhen's total 

foreign trade volume ranked 

No. 2 among large and medium-

sized cities in China
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Best City
Shenzhen has been rated as the Best 
City for Innovation and Start-ups

TOP 1
Shenzhen has reached  the top of the 
Forbes China Top 30 Most Innovative 
Chinese Cities 2018 

NO.1
The number of PCT international patent 
applications has been at the top of the 
country for 17 years in a row

NO.1
In The National Innovative City Innovation 

Capability Evaluation Report 2019 by the 

Institute of Scientific and Technical 

Information of China, Shenzhen's innovation 

capability ranks first among 72 national 

innovative cities

NO.2
Second only to Beijing, the number of 

national high-tech enterprises reached 

18,650 in 2020, ranking second nationally

Silicon Delta
Shenzhen has been dubbed as"Silicon Delta" 

by The Economist 

 
City of Innovation

Innovation is in Shenzhen's genes. Shenzhen is 

the first National Demonstration City of 

Innovation in China. It is developing itself as an 

international science and technology center and 

an industrial innovation center, playing a leading 

role in electronic information, Internet, biology, 

and new energy industries. Shenzhen has given 

birth to a large number of high-tech companies 

such as Huawei, ZTE, Tencent, BYD, and DJI. It is 

truly a city of innovation.



Shenzhen is a window through which China began to reform and open up and a city 

of immigrants which pools a great number of quality talents, making the city 

become a brimming vitality. "If you come, you are a Shenzhener", and Shenzhen's 

unique population structure ends up bursting out strong talent vitality and market 

vitality, thus forming a unique urban culture that is open, inclusive, innovative and 

facilitate cultural exchange. In the city of Shenzhen, different cultures and ideas of 

various countries collide producing all kinds of innovations, creativity and 

imaginative ideas helping to make Shenzhen a modern international innovative city.
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Civilized City 
Shenzhen has been named as a National 

Civilized City for 5 years in a row

1.75 million
More than 1.75 million people in Shenzhen 

are registered volunteers 

 95%
95% of Shenzhen residents are 

from outside of Shenzhen

90%
More than 90% of Shenzhen's 

population is of working age

32.5 years
The average age of citizens 

is around 32.5 years old

Openness and Inclusiveness

Demonstration City
Shenzhen was awarded as the National 

Harmonious Community Construction 

Demonstration City

Global Model
UNESCO awarded Shenzhen 

the Global Model for the 

Promotion of Reading 



Market Vitality

Shenzhen is the city with the deepest level of "market economy" in China. As the 

first Special Economic Zone in China, its market economy has been well-developed. 

Shenzhen operates a level playing field and shows respect to all businesses. In 

2020, Shenzhen's GDP exceeded RMB 2.77 trillion, making it one of the fastest-

growing cities in the world. Shenzhen was transformed from a border town to one of 

the most developed cities in China.

Home to   Global Fortune 500 companies8
(Ping An, Huawei, Amer International Group, Evergrande, China Merchants Bank, Tencent, Vanke, and Shenzhen Investment Holdings) 

It was rated by The Economist as the 

most successful Special Economic 

Zone among its  counterparts4,300
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In 2020, Shenzhen's GDP was more 

than RMB  trillion2.77
Nearly  Global Fortune 500 300
companies invest in Shenzhen

There are more than  million 3.2
commercial entities in Shenzhen. 

Both the total number and density 

of commercial entities rank first in 

the country

In Global Competitiveness Report 

2020, Shenzhen's economic 

competitiveness ranked 

6th in the world

In the Global FinTech Hub Report 2020, 

Shenzhen ranked 6th amongst global 

financial technology centers, and 

3rd in China

Efficient Government

The Shenzhen government is one of the most efficient governments in China, aiming 

to be rule-by-law, and service and clean-oriented. Leveraging the legislative 

power delegated to Special Economic Zone, Shenzhen has created a fair, 

transparent, and easy environment for business. As the first Special Economic Zone 

in China, Shenzhen is also an experimental field and a window through which China 

began to reform and opening up.

With the goal of marketization, rule of law, internationalization and facilitation, 

Shenzhen strives to promote a number of reforms, streamline administration and 

delegate powers, optimize business processes, and take the lead in promoting the 

reform of the commercial registration supporting system in the country, simplify 

the process of establishing companies, and stimulate entrepreneurial enthusiasm. 

Furthermore, the time required to register a company has been reduced 20 working 

days to only 1.

NO.1
The Blue Book of Urban Competitiveness 2019 issued by the Chinese Academy 

of Social Sciences shows that Shenzhen was No.1 in the ranking of Comprehensive 

Economic Competitiveness of Chinese Cities

In Blue Book of China Urban Development Report in 2019, Shenzhen ranked first 

on the measure of healthy urban development

In China Rule of Law Government Evaluation Report 2018, Shenzhen ranked first 

in the evaluation of the level of urban law government

Shenzhen ranked first in the 2018 China Top Ten Highly Efficient Government 

released by the China Urban Competitiveness Research Association
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Coastal Ecology

Shenzhen is a beautiful city in the south to the Tropic of Cancer at the junction of 

tropical and sub-tropical. The climate is moderate and pleasant. Shenzhen boasts a 

coastline of 260 km with attractive scenery and charming environment. Shenzhen is 

proud to have an excellent ecological environment but still steps up efforts in 

developing green and low-carbon economy, advocating the idea of using resources 

and energy efficiently to achieve development. Green and low-carbon strategy has 

become part of the development plan of Shenzhen. 

Garden City in China
UNEP's Global 500 Roll of Honor, the 
first International Garden City in China

Most popular
International Professionals Exchange 
rated Shenzhen as one of the most favorable 
mainland cities amongst expatriates

Most Beautiful
Shenzhen has 1,206 parks and is known 
as the City of A Thousand Gardens

It was rated as one of the 31 must-
see destinations of the world by The 
New York Times

31 Lowest
The energy and water consumption per 
RMB 10,000 of GDP is the lowest 
amongst Chinese cities

It was ranked No.2 in the top ten 
cities and countries worth visiting 
by Lonely Planet

No.2 The best air
The air quality is amongst the best in 
Chinese cities

It boasts one of China's Eight Most 
Beautiful Coastlines
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STRONG 

ECONOMY 

AND 

VIBRANT 

TRADE

Ⅲ
Chapter 3

Shenzhen World Exhibition & Convention Center is located in Shenzhen Convention 

and Exhibition New City, north of Shenzhen Bao'an International Airport, at the 

apex of the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area and the junction 

where the center of the Pearl River Delta, the center of the Guangdong Free Trade 

Zone, the Guangzhou-Shenzhen-Hong Kong Core Development Corridor and the 

East-west Development Corridor meet. Situated at the overlapping area of three 

urban agglomerations, namely, the Guangzhou-Foshan-Zhaoqing urban 

agglomeration, the Shenzhen-Dongguan-Huizhou urban agglomeration and the 

Zhuhai-Zhongshan-Jiangmen urban agglomeration, the Center enjoys 

geographical advantages and the cluster effects from the surrounding resources 

and thus has a great development potential.The first phase covers an area of 1.214 

million m2, with a total construction area of 1.6 million m2 and an indoor exhibition 

area of 400,000 m2. The total indoor exhibition area will reach 500,000 m2 upon 

completion. This will be the largest exhibition hall in the world. The exhibition hall 

adopts a long "fishbone" design. A central corridor with a length of 1.75km 

connects 19 exhibition halls, including 16 standard exhibition halls of 20,000 m2 

and 2 multifunctional exhibition halls of 20,000 m2 (activity center and conference 

Center) and a large exhibition hall of 50,000 m2.

16

Shenzhen World Exhibition 

& Convention Center
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Zhaoqing

Foshan

Guangzhou

Huizhou

Jiangmen

Zhongshan

Zhuhai

Dongguan

Shenzhen

Hongkong

Macao
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China (Guangdong) Pilot Free Trade 

Zone Nansha Area of Guangzhou

Shenzhen Bao'an 

International Airport

China (Guangdong) Pilot Free Trade 

Zone Hengqin Area of Shenzhen

China (Guangdong) Pilot Free Trade Zone 

Qianhai & Shekou Area of Shenzhen
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Shenzhen Stock Exchange is 

one of two stock exchanges in 

China The Shenzhen Stock 

Exchange, launched on 

December 1, 1990, is a national 

securities trading venue 

approved by the State Council. 

Its main functions are to provide 

facilities and services for 

centralized securities trading, 

review the listing of securities 

and supervise listed companies 

and members, monitor market 

transactions in real time, 

continue to innovate trading 

varieties and trading 

mechanisms, and serve 

investors, issuers and other 

market participants.

Shenzhen Stock Exchange

Listed bonds (including asset-

backed securities) 5998

Listed Funds 530

As of the end of December 2020 

2354 companies were listed 

on the Shenzhen Stock Exchange

The total market value was RMB 

 trillion 23.74

In 2020 Securities transactions 

totaled RMB  trillion162.2

According to the World Federation 

of Exchanges (WFE)The latest 

statistics showed that Shenzhen's 

trading volume ranked 

3rd in the world

The total market value of stocks 

ranks  in the world8th

 on the main board471

 on the ChiNext 791
stock market

 on SMEs board943

Listed Face Value RMB 

2.08 trillion

Net Asset Value RMB 

193.3 billion

RMB  trillion were raised 1.75
for fixed-income products

RMB  billion were 508.9
raised for stocks

CSI  ETF options 300
were successfully listed 

and traded

The amount of financing 

ranked  in the world5th
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The Guangming Science City begins at the Shenzhen-Dongguan border in the 

north, and is bounded by Longda Expressway and Dongchang Road in the west, with 

a planned total area of 99 km². The construction land is about 31 km², and the non-

construction land is about 68 km². Guangming Science City would be built as an 

area to undertake the core functions of the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao 

International Technology and Innovation Center and as an important component of 

the Comprehensive National Science Center. The Outline of Space Planning for 

Guangming Science City states that the city aims to be a green eco-city of 

openness, innovation, humanity and intelligence. It would become a science and 

technology high ground encompassing high-end community, colleges, and 

universities, high-end scientific research institutes, talents pool, and high-tech 

industry. The ultimate goal is to build a world-class science city with strong 

competitiveness and global influence.

Guangming Science City

Guangming Science City A green eco-city of openness, innovation, 

humanity, and intelligence

High-end community, colleges and universities, 

high-end scientific research, talents, high-tech industry

HOT SPOT

Ⅳ
Chapter 4



Qianhai Area

Big and small 

Nanshan area

Shekou Area

Shekou South 
and Chiwan Area
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Qianhai Shenzhen Shekou FTA

Qianhai is located on the east bank of the Pearl River Estuary and on the west of the 

Shekou Peninsula with a land area of 14.92 km2. In a prime location, Qianhai is 

close to the two major international airports of Hong Kong and Shenzhen and their 

two major international seaports, Qianhai is the only Shenzhen-Hong Kong modern 

service industry cooperation zone in China.

Qianhai & Shekou Free Trade Area of Shenzhen was launched on April 27, 2015 and 

is part of the China (Guangdong) Pilot Free Trade Zone. Qianhai enjoys benefits 

from three national strategies, namely Shenzhen-Hong Kong cooperation, the Belt 

and Road Initiative, and the Pilot Free Trade Zone. It has initiated the "three zones" 

model, which is "cooperation zone + pilot free trade zone + bonded port zone". 

Businesses in Qianhai, therefore, enjoy both the preferential policies of the national 

pilot free trade zone and the unique policies of the Qianhai Cooperation Zone, have 

more prominent comparative advantages.
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Advantage

2Approx.  km1.67
Hetao C(including Huanggang 

port, Futian port district)

Enjoys the benefits from both the 
system of Hong Kong SAR and 
the system of Shenzhen Special 
Economic Zone 

Futian Bonded Area is a special 
customs supervision zone and 
enclosed by physical walls. 
Preventive measures and traceability 
system are adopted here

Shenzhen-Hong Kong Cooperation 
Zone for Science and Technology 
Innovation

Shenzhen-Hong Kong Cooperation Zone 

for Science and Technology Innovation 
2Covers an area of  km4

2Approx.  km1.35Futian Bonded Area(within remit)

One River Two Banks

One Country Two Systems
Cross-border, Multi-system, 

internationalization

High ground for cross-border 
innovation

Outstanding geographical advantage 
due to the unique position 

New pivot of Guangdong-
Hong Kong deep cooperation

Unique space, limited area to 
control the risk

A new platform for innovation 
and cooperation under 
the “Belt and Road” initiative 

New engine for the development 
of science and technology in 
Greater Bay Area

The planned area of Qianhai & Shekou 

2Area of Shenzhen is  km28.2

There are over enterprises registered 162600
in Qianhai & Shekou Area of Shenzhen

The accumulated registered capital 

reached RMB  trillion9.48



As the "10+1" district administrated by Shenzhen government, Shenshan Special 

Cooperation Zone is positioned as the east gateway of the Guangdong-Hong 

Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area, a new regional center to revitalize and develop 

Eastern Guangdong, an independent new area of innovative development and 

expansion and a costal new city with smart technology. The development of the 

Zone would be driven by innovation with a model of "Headquaters+Base, 

R&D+Manufacturing, Smart+Application". The zone takes "Planning-led, 

foundation-first, platform-driven, and industry-city integration" as the 

development idea and strives to set up an example for China's enclave economy and 

develop a pioneering enclave governance model and become the first practitioner 

to urbanize the rural enclave.

Shenshan Special Cooperation Zone

Huizhou Shanwei

Shenzhen

Shenshan Special Cooperation Zone

2Total Area:  km468.3

Registered Residents: 79,100

Xili Lake International Science and Education City, with a planned area of 60 km2, is part 

of the Pilot Demonstration Area, endorsed by the Ministry of Science and Technology. 

The city serves as a significant strategic platform through which the municipal 

administration is implementing the plan of “Driven by Two Districts”.

Xili Lake International Science 

and Education City

University Town Innovation District

Xili Central District

Xili Lake

Development Route
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University Town 

of Shenzhen 

Group (Block)

Shibilong 

Group (Block)

Xili Lake Science 

and Education 

Development Circle

Liuxiandong 

Group (Block)

Vitality Belt of Dashahe 

University Dashahe 

University Band
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Shibilong Innovation Area



Low Carbon City
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Low-carbon is Shenzhen's calling card. Following the development concept of 

green and low-carbon emission, the city's energy consumption per RMB 10,000 of 

GDP is the lowest in China; the energy consumption per unit of GDP in Shenzhen is 

equivalent to that of developed countries in the world. The PM2.5 concentration 

was in line with the international levels and the air quality ranked fourth among 168 

key cities in the nation. Shenzhen took the lead within China to fully electrify its bus 

fleet in 2017 and its taxis in 2018. The implementation of the urban logistics 

electrification project has been accelerated to achieve green distribution; the use 

of pure electric dump trucks in engineering construction is encouraged. In 2020, 

Shenzhen sped up the promotion and application of new energy vehicles with new 

energy vehicle ownership numbering about 400,000, including the additionally 

promoted 76,000 new energy vehicles; a total of 93,000 charging piles of various 

types have also been built. It is estimated that this year, Shenzhen will promote 

90,000 new energy vehicles, build 6,500 charging piles of various types. The city 

would be characterized by "Shenzhen Blue".

VABLE  
CITY

Ⅴ
Chapter 5
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As a "National Forest City", Shenzhen has a forest coverage rate of 39.78% 

and a green coverage rate of 43.4%. By this year, the green coverage rate 

will reach over 50%. On the land of less than 2,000 km2, there are more than 

1,000 parks of various sizes, therefore Shenzhen is dubbed as the "City of 

Thousand Gardens". They are like a green net, connecting the rich and 

diverse natural resources together. Shenzhen citizens are being surrounded 

by a green and eco-friendly environment. This is a city full of singing birds 

and sweet-scented flowers, an epitome of harmonious coexistence between 

man and nature By the end of 2020, Shenzhen boasted 22,093 various 

sports facilities available for use. More than 14,000 various sports venues 

are widely distributed amongst communities, parks, and other public places. 

The sports venues in the city totaled 20 million square meters, providing 

convenient places for citizens to exercise and take leisure activities. 

Shenzhen has one of "the Eight Most Beautiful Coastlines in China", was 

selected as one of the top ten cities and countries worth visiting by Lonely 

Planet, and was rated as one of the 31 must-see destinations of the world 

by The New York Times.

Forest City

In terms of medical resources, 

Shenzhen has issued relevant policies, 

blazing the trail to be the first city in the 

nation to establish a sound and 

complete basic medical and health 

system by 2022. Shenzhen aims to form 

a basic security system to improve the 

health of citizens and to create a 

"Shenzhen model" for the Healthy China 

Program. It is an efficient medical 

service model where district medical 

center and primary medical groups are 

playing key roles. As of 2020, there 

were 18 Grade-A hospitals; 62,900 

hospital beds; and 6 prestigious "three-

project" hospitals in the city. 251 high-

level medical teams were introduced. In 

2021, Shenzhen expects to have 63,900 

hospital beds and 23 Grade-A hospitals 

in the city. The "611" plan will be 

implemented for the development of key 

medical disciplines And it is planned 

that more than 20 high-level medical 

teams will be introduced. 

Medical Resources

Forest coverage: 39.78%

This year the green coverage rate will reach over  以上 50%

There are more than  sports venues of all kinds in the city14,000

High-level Medical Teams 251

“Three-project" Hospitals 6

29
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ABOUT 
US

Ⅵ
Chapter 6

Commerce Bureau of Shenzhen Municipality (Shenzhen Municipal Administrative 

Bureau of Bonded Area) was set up in February 2019. The main administrative 

functions include: regulating operation and circulation of the domestic trade 

market, administering foreign trade, e-commerce, foreign economic cooperation, 

foreign investment, convention and exhibition and service trade affairs, planning 

special customs supervision zones and carrying out domestic and foreign 

investment promotion for major projects.

At the same time, as the coordinating department for inbound investment, we are 

responsible for promoting the business environment of Shenzhen, organizing events 

and activities both at home and abroad and identifying investment opportunities. 

We are also the first stop for inbound investors.

Provide information on investment 

environment and industry support policies;

Assist investors to visit Shenzhen and 

hold investment talks;

Match investment projects among 

enterprises;

Closely monitor and serve major investment 

projects and provide professional 

government services at all stages. 

Our Investment Services:

commerce.sz.gov.cn

+86-755-8810-7023

swj@commerce.sz.gov.cn

深圳市商务局 
Commerce  Bureau of 
Shenzhen Municipality  

www.shenzhenoffice.org

+1-626-796-0088 

naros@shenzhenoffice.org

 

深圳市驻北美经贸代表处 

North America Office

www.shenzhen-europe.org

+49-911-4746-8022

info@shenzhen-europe.org 

深圳市驻欧洲经贸代表处

Europe Office

 www.shenzhenoffice.jp

+81-03-5733-2244

+81-03-3432-5333

info@shenzhenoffice.jp

深圳市驻⽇本经贸代表处

Japan Office

www.seto.org.au 

+61-2-9411-2388

+61-2-9411-7959

info@seto.org.au 

深圳市驻澳⼤利亚经贸代表处

Australia Office


